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3 1 6 An n S t r e e t
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 223-2346
“At First Christian church our mission is to be and
share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing,
loving and serving ‘from our doorsteps to the ends of
the earth.’ To be a faithful church demonstrating true
community, deep spirituality and a passion for
justice.”

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
07/15/18
Mark 6:14-29
8:30 am Chapel Worship
Elder: Bob Lewis
9:30 am Faith Formation
10:45 am Sanctuary Worship
Elders: Nancy Walton
Hon. Joyce Albro
Communion Leader: Larry Ellis
John Scott

07/08/18
ATTENDANCE
8:30 SERVICE:

34

9:30 FAITH FORMATION:

99

10:45 SERVICE:
ASHWOOD:
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13
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DR. OPSATA’S OPUS
A few days ago, I was reading something (I can’t remember what), and came across a sentence
or two that seemed important, and I thought, “That’s good, I can use this in a Messenger article
sometime.” Of course, not only can I not remember what I was reading, I can’t remember what it was
that I thought was so important. I hate that!
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When I began my studies at seminary, I decided that everything was going to be really important,
so I took very thorough notes during lectures. Then, when I got back to my apartment, I typed every
single word into a computer file. I printed them out and replaced my handwritten notes. I thought
that by immediately typing them, they would be more deeply embedded in my memory, and, I would
be able to actually read them. Sadly, I was wrong. While I could read them, I still didn’t retain them.
As soon as I realized that, I stopped typing the class notes.
We are so overwhelmed by information today, that it is impossible for us to remember very much.
Even if we could, we’d struggle to determine what was worth retaining and what was useless. We
have information overload. It is even more difficult to determine what is actually true and what is
untrue or fiction. I suppose that is why we spend our time listening to commentators and late night
talk show hosts.
That might be the problem? We depend on others to tell us what we should think, who we should
believe and why it is important. Yes, the world is a complicated place; that’s why there is so much to
process, but to depend on Sean Hannity, Chris Matthews or Stephen Colbert for direction seems
really unwise. As radical an idea as it may be, I still think we should think for ourselves.
When the young lawyer came to Jesus to question him about eternal life, Jesus turned the question around and asked the questioner the same thing. The lawyer gave him the correct answer and
Jesus complimented him. I feel certain that the lawyer had not just heard the answer somewhere, or
read it either, I feel certain he had done both - read it and heard it.
Each of us learn in our own ways. Some of us are visual. Some aural. Some need to read it.
Others need to read and hear. There is no “one size fits all sizes” to learning and retaining. And, the
world today seems bent on enticing us to remember less and less. Can you remember your grandparent’s phone number? Can you remember your own? We justify our ignorance by crediting our
smart phones for remembering for us. We don’t even need to type the number into our phones, all
we need to do is tell Siri to fetch it for us. We can even use voice commands to find the television
program or station we want to watch.
I am grateful to live in a community which values reading and talking, discussing and debating.
Hardly a day goes by when there isn’t something available to pique one’s interest. And I wonder, can
you name any other community that just added a major addition to its library? But I am infinitely
more grateful to serve a church that values learning and cherishes the individual. We do not tell
each other what to think, instead we listen to each other, read books together, debate ideas and
share meals.
Perhaps it is the meal sharing that is most significant? It seems to me, that words spoken over a
cup of coffee or a freshly baked bagel, are far more significant than anything we can hear or see on
our smart phones or flat screen televisions.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
316 Ann Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
Office: (502) 223-2346
Fax: (502) 875-7847
Website:
www.firstchristianfrankfort.org
Email:
firstchristianfrankfort@gmail.com
Facebook:
1stchristianfrankfort
OFFICE HOURS
Monday— Thursday
8:00 am—3:00 pm
Friday
Closed
DEADLINES
Messenger Deadline
Tuesday by Noon
Bulletin Deadline
Thursday by 9:00 am
STAFF
Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata
Senior Minister
johntopsata@gmail.com
Rev. Meredith Siler
Associate Minister
meredithbsiler@gmail.com
Dr. Carl Smith
Chancel Choir
Directorchsmithksu55@gmail.com
Dr. Robert Blair
Organist
bandlblair7@gmail.com
Bonnie Reeves
Coffee House Music
bbigbars@aol.com
Trina Koontz
Youth Ministry Director
trinakoontz@gmail.com
Elle Travis
Children’s Ministry Director
elletravis0@gmail.com
Maria Bartholomew
Children’s Music
Maria.bart93@gmail.com
Beckie Glander
Admin. Assistant/Facilities
beckieglander@gmail.com
Donna Ritchey
Administrative Assistant
donnaritcheyfcc@gmail.com

Those serving in the Military and as Law Enforcement
Officers, May Lou Alexander (Ashwood), Raymond
Aubrey, Mattie Baker (Patti Pullen), Ed Ball, Marjorie
Ballard (Patricia Roberts), Ann & Joshua Banta (Judy
Richards), Jackie Barney, Maria Bartholomew,
Cheyenne & Greyson Beatty (Marcie Jeffers), Julia
Blackburn (Tom & Eleanor Penn’s granddaughter), Sue
Boden, Bill & Linda Brown (Lee Ann Snelling), Ron
Burgess, Chet Care, Frank Catron (Frances Cadle),
Walter Chism (Judy Richards), Polly Coblin (Jane
McCord), Family of Elizabeth Conway, Phyllis DiCapua
(Priscilla Barnes), Teri Elliot (Sun Spirit Fallis), Davey
Fallis, Eulane Fortune, Staci, Juan & Milo Garcia
(Jayne Arnold), Cheryl Gayhart, Tink Greenwell, Bill
Grugin (Dixie Grugin), Richard Hite (Nancy Miracle),
Tyler Howard (Ann Howard), Lynda Jalbert, Alex
Jensen (Ann Winn Vansant), Elizabeth & Addison
Judy, Karen Howser Judy (Fred Lee), Bob & Patricia

Lippert, Jim McWilliams, Chuck Mitchell (Fred Lee), Don
Mitchell (Valerie Ramsey’s Father), Greg Mitchell (Fred
Lee), Margaret Moman (Eva Ellis), Sally Monroe, Mary
Helen Moore, Lillian Nunnelly, Michael Perniciaro (Linda
Davis), Bob Pullen, Sue Ramsey (Larry Cox), Mary
Rhodes (Jerry & Sandy Rhodes), Jacob Roberts (Lynda
Jalbert), Anne Robbins (Judy Richards), Ilse Rogers, Kathy
& Rebecca Ryan (Jayne Arnold), Chester & Ann Snelling,
Casey Sparrow (Valerie Ramsey), Barry Stockdale (Donna
Perkins & Carla West's brother), Angel Dugger Subbert
(Misty Judy), James Tandy (Judy Richards), Betty
Thurman, Francis Tileston, Carol Tuning (Judy Richards),
Stephen Tutt (Sue Tutt), Riviera Ueltschi (Sun Spirit Fallis),
Beth Vernon (Bob & Linda Blair), Doris Versey (Fred Lee),
Tony Versey III (Fred Lee), Judy Walden (Donna Fiero),
Jane Watts (Judy Richards), Glenn Webster (Dixie
Grugin), Ethan Witt (Bob Lewis), Jim Wolcott, all victims of
disaster and violence in our world.

Fundraiser! Simon House is gearing up for one of their
major fundraising events. On Friday, July 13,
from 7:00pm-11:00pm, they are hosting "A Night in
Margaritaville" at the Frankfort Country Club. The ticket
cost is $55.00 for anyone who wishes to attend. There
will be food, games, and a silent auction. Tickets are
available at the Simon House, 208 W Campbell Street.
Take me out to the ballgame! The church bus is
headed to Lexington for a Legends vs. West Va. game
on Thursday, July 19. It’s “thirsty Thursday!” We will
leave the church parking lot promptly at 5:30pm and
head to Lexington for a night of fun at the “ole ballpark.”
The tickets will be ordered on Monday, July 16, so if
you are interested, please let the church office or Bob
Lewis (bobclaylewis@gmail.com) know no later than
noon on July 16. Cost will be approximately $10.00 per
person with payment due on the night of the game.
Sunshine Center Needs Volunteers! The Sunshine
Center operates a 24 hour crisis hotline for Franklin
County. This is made possible by volunteers and
volunteers come and go. Four new volunteers are
needed ASAP. It is very easy, not time consuming and
individuals will be trained. Please talk to your friends,
spouses, family, etc.. In a nutshell, the volunteer
maintains a cell phone that the Sunshine Center
provides from 5:00pm to 8:00am each day and then the
weekend, BUT, just because they monitor the phone
doesn’t mean there will be a phone call. Some weeks
there may be no calls or there could be 1 to 3 calls. The
job of the volunteer is to call the taxi and hotel and get
the client from a violent situation to a hotel. If anyone
would like to volunteer, please contact the Sunshine
Center at (502) 875-3495.

Greetings FCC ladies, It is that time of year
again to start thinking about our upcoming
bazaar. Our 2017 Bazaar Allocations of
approximately $8900.00 went to many
organizations and programs such as our Youth
Missions, Franklin Co Women's Shelter,
Franklin Co Abuse Services, Adult Mission
team, Love Gifts, Youth Programs, and our
Nursery. I am looking for individuals to step up
again this year to help out with this wonderful
fund raiser that helps not only within our church
doors, but also reaches out to our community. I
need someone to chair this fantastic event and
also people to oversee the different areas of the
event such as the gourmet tables, children's
clothing/toys area, jewelry, diva area, vendors,
Christmas area, trash and treasures, crafts, the
chili luncheon and other areas I'm sure I am
failing to mention. If you have chaired any of
these areas in the past and would like to
continue (please!), just let me know. I will be
planning a luncheon sometime in August in
order to get conversations started. If you feel
there is an area you would like to work or even
better, to head up, please feel free to reach out
to me before the luncheon. All women of First
Christian are members of the Disciple Women's
Ministry (DWM) and I would love to see
participation from all. If you have any questions
about DWM or this year's Bazaar, please reach
out to me at 502-545-0497.
Leslie Stamper, DWM President
Board Meeting Change. Board Meeting will
be held on Sunday, July 15, at 12:15pm in
Bible Buddies following the 10:45am Service. A
light lunch will be served.
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YOU TH
MIN IST RY

MS. TRINA KOONTZ

DIRECTOR-YOUTH MINISTRIES
email: trinakoontz@gmail.com

Adventure Serve 2018
Our Youth spent part of their mission trip at ThomsonHood Veterans Center. There they played games, spent
time in conversation and served snow cones to retired Veterans who have served our country.

Junior Youth Worship

JYF students are having an active summer.
Note the boot, the cast and the sling!

CH ILDREN ’S
MIN IST RY

MS. ELLE TRAVIS

DIRECTOR-CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

email: elletravis0@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPELLAPALOOZA IX

Friday, August 10, at 6:00pm at
Thorn Hill Education Center gym.

FCC is sponsoring a
team again this year,
the Lillian Nunnelly
Bees. Team members
are our own Gina
Williams and Larry Cox,
joined by Spellapalooza
veteran Pete Croswell.
FCC has consistently been the “best
loved team” because of the generous
donations.

2018 KROGER REWARDS
2018 CAN RECYCLING

Thursday, July 12
8:30-4:30 Music Camp

Monday, July 16
5:30
Elders Meeting

Friday, July 13
8:30-4:30 Music Camp
5:00 Music Camp
Performance
(Sanctuary)
7:00 Simon House Fundraiser (Country Club)

Tuesday, July 17
11:30 Staff Meeting
12:00 Al Anon (Keystone)
5:00 Golf - Juniper Hill
5:30 AA Meeting
(Keystone)

Sunday, July 15
8:30 Chapel Service
9:30 Faith Formation
10:15 Family Faith
Fellowship
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 Board Meeting (BB)

$1280.03
$274.00

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THESE
NUMBERS GROW!

5:00 Coffeehouse
Summer Schedule

We will only meet on the following
dates this summer:
Sunday, July 29 – Cookout at Dr. O’s
Sunday, August 26 – Fellowship Hall
Sunday, September 2 – No
Coffeehouse (Labor Day)
Sunday, September 9 back to weekly
schedule in the
Fellowship Hall

Please join us
next week on
Tuesday at
5:00pm at
Juniper Hill
Golf Course

