T H E C H R I S T I AN M E S S E N G E R
3 1 6 An n S t r e e t
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 223-2346
“At First Christian church our mission is to be and
share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing,
loving and serving ‘from our doorsteps to the ends of
the earth.’ To be a faithful church demonstrating true
community, deep spirituality and a passion for
justice.”

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
07/22/18
“Catching Up”
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
8:30 am Chapel Worship
Elder: Diana Geddes
9:30 am Faith Formation
10:45 am Sanctuary Worship
Elders: Mike Grammer
Bob Boden
Communion Leader: Larry Ellis
Offertory Leader:

John Scott

07/15/18
ATTENDANCE
8:30 SERVICE:

31

9:30 FAITH FORMATION:

71

10:45 SERVICE:
ASHWOOD:

126
14
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Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata
Senior Pastor

Rev. Meredith Siler
Associate Pastor

DR. OPSATA’S OPUS
How a church functions as an organization is a unique “animal” to each church. There are some
denominations which have very formal structures that every church in the denomination are to follow. This makes for a very easy transition when one moves from one church to another. Other denominations are less structured and provide little guidance to the local church, as in our case. And
there are many churches which are non-denominational and therefore able to take guidance from
most anywhere, or seek no guidance at all. In the end, every church is a unique organism and functions in a unique manner.
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Frankfort has its own Constitution and ByLaws. The By-Laws were significantly modified near the beginning of this century and have been
modified once since then. Actually, they look very much like those of other Disciple congregations
where I have served. While Constitutions and By-Laws provide a structure, they seldom, in my experience, are fully actualized in the ongoing life of the church.
Churches are ever-changing ever-evolving living organisms. What worked fifty years ago is not
likely to work today. In truth, what worked five years ago may not work today. That does not mean
that one should throw out all structured guidance for a church’s operation, but it does mean that a
church, to function well, must be able to adapt to the ever-changing dynamic of Christian ministry.
One of the things which has been a frustration for me, at times, is that we are pretty loose in our
application of our By-Laws to the actual operations of the church. It is unquestionably more simple if
everyone follows certain rules. But my experience tells me that that is not our way. Truthfully, such
frustrations are minimally trying, especially when I look at our successes.
I have come to love the manner in which our church is facile and ever-morphing. I appreciate
and am thankful that our independent streak, deeply embedded in the DNA of Disciples all across the
land, still rings true. There are some churches where every idea - every plan - needs to pass through
multiple levels of approval before it can be implemented. Often, that means that by the time it’s
cleared for inauguration, the one leading the charge has moved on to something else, or the need
has passed.
I would call the unwritten By-Laws which govern much of our life as “ministers’ empowered.” (Understanding that every person is a minister of the Gospel.) At FCC everyone is empowered to respond when one sees a need or has an idea. Sometimes, then, the response remains individual, but more often, a small group of two or three or fifteen or twenty come together to do a shortterm project to help an individual or create a new ministry. This organic way of living out our calling
as a church gives us freedom and agility and provides a buy-in for all of us.
Any frustration, then, is mostly an issue of control. And as I see it, for the most part we have put
the issue of control and the need for recognition behind us. I look on in wonder and amazement as
something new blossoms from one person’s vision or a group call to action.
As I see it, we are a church which is built for the future. We can respond “constitutionally” and we
can respond “organically.” That, I think, is having the best of all worlds, and puts us in a unique and
positive place as we face the ever-changing needs of our community and our world.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
316 Ann Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
Office: (502) 223-2346
Fax: (502) 875-7847
Website:
www.firstchristianfrankfort.org
Email:
firstchristianfrankfort@gmail.com
Facebook:
1stchristianfrankfort
OFFICE HOURS
Monday— Thursday
8:00 am—3:00 pm
Friday
Closed

Those serving in the Military and as Law Enforcement
Officers, May Lou Alexander (Ashwood), Raymond
Aubrey, Mattie Baker (Patti Pullen), Ed Ball, Marjorie
Ballard (Patricia Roberts), Ann & Joshua Banta (Judy
Richards), Jackie Barney, Maria Bartholomew,
Cheyenne & Greyson Beatty (Marcie Jeffers), Julia
Blackburn (Tom & Eleanor Penn’s granddaughter), Sue
Boden, Bill & Linda Brown (Lee Ann Snelling), Ron
Burgess, Chet Care, Frank Catron (Frances Cadle),
Walter Chism (Judy Richards), Polly Coblin (Jane
McCord), Family of Elizabeth Conway, Phyllis DiCapua
(Priscilla Barnes), Teri Elliot (Sun Spirit Fallis), Davey
Fallis, Eulane Fortune, Staci, Juan & Milo Garcia
(Jayne Arnold), Cheryl Gayhart, Tink Greenwell, Bill
Grugin (Dixie Grugin), Richard Hite (Nancy Miracle),
Tyler Howard (Ann Howard), Lynda Jalbert, Alex
Jensen (Ann Winn Vansant), Elizabeth & Addison
Judy, Karen Howser Judy (Fred Lee), Bob & Patricia
Lippert, Jim McWilliams, Chuck Mitchell (Fred Lee),

DEADLINES
Messenger Deadline
Tuesday by Noon
Bulletin Deadline
Thursday by 9:00 am
STAFF
Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata
Senior Minister
johntopsata@gmail.com
Rev. Meredith Siler
Associate Minister
meredithbsiler@gmail.com
Dr. Carl Smith
Chancel Choir
Directorchsmithksu55@gmail.com
Dr. Robert Blair
Organist
bandlblair7@gmail.com
Bonnie Reeves
Coffee House Music
bbigbars@aol.com
Trina Koontz
Youth Ministry Director
trinakoontz@gmail.com
Elle Travis
Children’s Ministry Director
elletravis0@gmail.com
Maria Bartholomew
Children’s Music
Maria.bart93@gmail.com
Beckie Glander
Admin. Assistant/Facilities
beckieglander@gmail.com
Donna Ritchey
Administrative Assistant
donnaritcheyfcc@gmail.com

Our sincere thanks for the many, many cards, your
prayers and other expressions of concern. We are
grateful to be in an apartment at Legacy Reserve
after 96 days as a patient in several hospitals and
rehab centers. It is good to be able to worship at
First Christian again. Your love has sustained us
through these difficult times. Our love, Lillian and
Don Nunnelly

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Words can never express our family’s gratitude for
the prayers, visits, cards and food at the time of
Jason’s death. Thanks to Dr. O, Bob And Nelson
for a beautiful service. A special thank you to
Diana Geddes, the Hospitality Group, First
Families and everyone who provided food for the
Celebration of Jason’s life. With God, our church
family, family and friends, we will make it through
this trying time. Pam Blackburn & family
CALLING ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS AND
ANYONE FURTHERING THEIR EDUCATION!
The Disciple Women’s Ministry awards love gifts
each year to any participating member of First
Christian who applies for the gift. The only
requirements are that you are headed to college,
graduate school, or any further educational
experience beyond high school and that you write
a letter to the DWM telling about your plans for
this year. You may send an email to
delleandbillblair@yahoo.com or mail your letter to
Delle Blair, 116 Wheeler Drive, Frankfort, KY
40601. The deadline is August 5th. If you have
any questions, please contact Delle Blair.

Don Mitchell (Valerie Ramsey’s Father), Greg Mitchell
(Fred Lee), Margaret Moman (Eva Ellis), Sally Monroe,
Mary Helen Moore, Lillian Nunnelly, Michael Perniciaro
(Linda Davis), Bob Pullen, Sue Ramsey (Larry Cox), Mary
Rhodes (Jerry & Sandy Rhodes), Jacob Roberts (Lynda
Jalbert), Anne Robbins (Judy Richards), Ilse Rogers, Kathy
& Rebecca Ryan (Jayne Arnold), Chester & Ann Snelling,
Casey Sparrow (Valerie Ramsey), Barry Stockdale (Donna
Perkins & Carla West's brother), Angel Dugger Subbert
(Misty Judy), James Tandy (Judy Richards), Betty
Thurman, Francis Tileston, Carol Tuning (Judy Richards),
Stephen Tutt (Sue Tutt), Riviera Ueltschi (Sun Spirit Fallis),
Beth Vernon (Bob & Linda Blair), Doris Versey (Fred Lee),
Tony Versey III (Fred Lee), Judy Walden (Donna Fiero),
Jane Watts (Judy Richards), Glenn Webster (Dixie
Grugin), Maxine Wells (Tim & MaryLinda Wells), Ethan
Witt (Bob Lewis), Jim Wolcott, all victims of disaster and
violence in our world.

Congratulations to Stephanie and
Arturo and big sister Cleo with the
arrival of Noa Isabella on July 11th.
Congratulations to Grandparents
Steve and Rev. Meredith Siler also.
Greetings FCC ladies, It is that time of year again to
start thinking about our upcoming bazaar. Our 2017
Bazaar Allocations of approximately $8900.00 went
to many organizations and programs such as our
Youth Missions, Franklin Co Women's Shelter,
Franklin Co Abuse Services, Adult Mission team,
Love Gifts, Youth Programs, and our Nursery. I am
looking for individuals to step up again this year to
help out with this wonderful fund raiser that helps not
only within our church doors, but also reaches out to
our community. I need someone to chair this fantastic
event and also people to oversee the different areas
of the event such as the gourmet tables, children's
clothing/toys area, jewelry, diva area, vendors,
Christmas area, trash and treasures, crafts, the chili
luncheon and other areas I'm sure I am failing to
mention. If you have chaired any of these areas in
the past and would like to continue (please!), just let
me know. I will be planning a luncheon sometime in
August in order to get conversations started. If you
feel there is an area you would like to work or even
better, to head up, please feel free to reach out to me
before the luncheon. All women of First Christian are
members of the Disciple Women's Ministry (DWM)
and I would love to see participation from all. If you
have any questions about DWM or this year's
Bazaar, please reach out to me at 502-545-0497.
Leslie Stamper, DWM President
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YOU TH
MIN IST RY

MS. TRINA KOONTZ

DIRECTOR-YOUTH MINISTRIES
email: trinakoontz@gmail.com

Adventure Serve 2018
Our Youth Mission Trip included time for praise and
worship. Students even had the opportunity to plan their
own worship service which they led

CH ILDREN ’S
MIN IST RY

MS. ELLE TRAVIS

DIRECTOR-CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

email: elletravis0@gmail.com

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
316 Ann Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
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Non-Profit Organization
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Website: www.firstchristianfrankfort.org
Email: firstchristianfrankfort@gmail.com
Facebook: 1stchristianfrankfort
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPELLAPALOOZA IX

Friday, August 10, at 6:00pm at
Thorn Hill Education Center gym.

FCC is sponsoring a
team again this year,
the Lillian Nunnelly
Bees. Team members
are our own Gina
Williams, Larry Cox and
Joyce Albro. Joyce has
graciously taken the
place of Pete Croswell due to a
scheduling conflict. F CC has
consistently been the “best loved team”
because of the generous donations.

2018 KROGER REWARDS
2018 CAN RECYCLING

$1280.03
$274.00

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THESE
NUMBERS GROW!

Thursday, July 19
5:30 Leave the FCC
Parking lot for the Legends
game
Sunday, July 22
8:30 Chapel Service
9:30 Faith Formation
10:15 Family Faith
Fellowship
10:45 Worship
(Sanctuary)
2:00-5:00 Kids Pool Party
(Dr. Bob and Linda
Blair’s Home)

Tuesday, July 24
11:30 Staff Meeting
12:00 Al Anon (Keystone)
5:00 Golf - Juniper Hill
5:30 AA Meeting
(Keystone)

5:00 Coffeehouse
Summer Schedule

We will only meet on the following
dates this summer:
Sunday, July 29 – Cookout at Dr. O’s
Sunday, August 26 – Fellowship Hall
Sunday, September 2 – No
Coffeehouse (Labor Day)
Sunday, September 9 back to weekly
schedule in the
Fellowship Hall

Please join us
next week on
Tuesday at
5:00pm at
Juniper Hill
Golf Course

