
 

 
 

  

 Two news articles crossed my desk this week that stand in stark contrast.  First was the news that South-
land Christian Church is looking to establish another campus.  This church, with four or five sites and as many 
as 12,000 weekly attendees, is looking to grow another congregation in a new location.  The second was an 
article describing the tremendous lack of ordained clergy to serve the already existing churches today.  Many 
ministers are bi-vocational, working a 9-5 job Monday through Friday and serving a church in their spare time 
(as if there is such a thing).  Many congregations, who once had multiple pastors, are no longer able to afford 
even one full-time pastor.  And there is a growing trend where one individual pastor serves multiple congrega-
tions. 
 
 Does that indicate that Southland is a success story and the others are failures?  I have never attended a 
worship service at Southland, so I am unable to say what style of worship they employ, but I have served a 
church that is no longer in existence, in part because they could not afford a full-time pastor and were unable to 
find one willing to be bi-vocational.  Does closing its doors indicate that the church was a failure? 
 
 The simple and superficial answer is yes, Southland is successful and the others are failures.  However, I 
think there may be more to the story than meets the eye.  Once upon a time, Lakewood Christian Church, a 
church I served, whose doors have since closed, had 2,000 members.  It was filled with highly trained success-
ful parishioners and professional clergy.  Babies were dedicated.  Youth were baptized.  Couples were married.  
Beloved friends were buried.  Hungry people were fed.  Young people attended summer camp.  I feel certain 
that a vast majority of those members loved their church and still cherish its place in their lives.  Yes, they do 
mourn the church’s demise, but that does not negate the wonderful work that was done in Christ’s name, there 
on Detroit Avenue in Lakewood, Ohio.  And their ministry goes on, because they were able to endow ministries 
that will continue for many years in the future. 
 
 Sociological studies tell us that churches have life cycles.  They are born - often under the guidance of a 
charismatic leader.  They move through a period of growth before they put down “institutional roots.”  Then as 
the institution becomes established, the church relaxes, pleased with themselves and the status quo.  Compla-
cency then sets in and issues arise, leading to a time of crisis.  The church will either deal with the crisis in a 
healthy way and begin the cycle anew, or the church will enter a long period of slow decline leading to the clos-
ing of  its doors.  Typically these cycles are about seventy-five years in length. 
 
 I wonder if the acceleration of life in this new century will cause this cycle to get shorter and shorter?  Will 
this life cycle drop to fifty or even thirty years?  How will these cycles play out in the “big-box” congregations?  
Is the Crystal Cathedral an example of the mega-church model?  Where is First Christian Church in this cycle 
of life? 
 
 The key, according to these same sociologists, is to avoid becoming complacent.  If only it was that easy, 
but being complacent is a something humans (and churches) do well.  It seems to me that its cause is 
“destination thinking.”  Destination thinking goes something like this:  when we get to 500 members and wor-
ship 350-400 each week, we will have arrived.  And many of our churches have achieved such goals.  Having 
arrived, they also stopped doing the things that got them to that place.  And besides, they like where they are 
and don’t want anyone to rock the boat.  But healthy churches are always looking for the next thing, because 
they intuitively understand that until God’s Reign arrives, we (the church) have not arrived.   
 
 God has not stopped working, still does new things and so must we. 
 

          
   

 

 

 

“A Welcome Table” 

John 6:56-69 
 

 

  8:30 am    Chapel Worship 
     Elder:    Jean Anne Webb 
 

  9:30 am    Faith Formation 
 

10:45 am    Sanctuary Worship 

    Elders:   Anne Hilen 

                   Tommy Greenwell 
 

Communion Leader:  John Geddes           
                        

Offertory Leader:       John Scott 
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“At  F i rst  Chr ist ian  church our  mission is  to  be and 
share the Good News of  Jesus Chr ist ,  witnessing,  
lov ing and serv ing ‘ f rom our doorsteps to the ends of  
the ear th . ’   To  be a  fai th fu l  church demonstrat ing  t rue 
community ,  deep sp ir i tual i ty  and a  passion for  
just ice .”  

   08/19/18  
ATTENDANCE 

      
  8:30 SERVICE:      31             
                                  
  9:30 FAITH FORMATION:    74         
     
10:45 SERVICE:       121       
   
          ASHWOOD:             14            
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DR. OPSATA’S OPUS 



 

Don Mitchell (Valerie Ramsey’s Father), Margaret Moman 
(Eva Ellis), Sally Monroe, Mary Helen Moore, Michael 
Perniciaro (Linda Davis), Bob Pullen, Sue Ramsey (Larry 
Cox), Jacob Roberts (Lynda Jalbert), Anne Robbins (Judy 
Richards), Ilse Rogers, Kathy & Rebecca Ryan (Jayne 
Arnold), Kenneth Smith (Judy Richards), Marion Smith, 
Chester & Ann Snelling, Casey Sparrow (Valerie Ramsey), 
Barry Stockdale (Donna Perkins & Carla West's brother), 
Angel Dugger Subbert (Misty Judy), Monnie Talley, James 
Tandy (Judy Richards), Betty Thurman, Francis Tileston, 
Carol Tuning (Judy Richards), Judi Turner (Elizabeth 
Schepens). Stephen Tutt (Sue Tutt), Riviera Ueltschi (Sun 
Spirit Fallis), Beth Vernon (Bob & Linda Blair), Doris 
Versey (Fred Lee), Tony Versey III (Fred Lee), Judy 
Walden (Donna Fiero), Jane Watts (Judy Richards),  Will 
Webster (Dixie Grugin), Maxine Wells (Tim & MaryLinda 
Wells), Ethan Witt (Bob Lewis), Jim Wolcott, all victims of 
disaster and violence in our world. 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 
316 Ann Street 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

Office: (502) 223-2346 

Fax: (502) 875-7847 

 

Website: 
www.firstchristianfrankfort.org 
Email: 
firstchristianfrankfort@gmail.com 
Facebook:   
1stchristianfrankfort 
 

        OFFICE HOURS 

  Monday— Thursday 

    8:00 am—3:00 pm 
    Closed on Friday        
  
           DEADLINES   
Messenger Deadline 
 Tuesday by Noon 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 Thursday by 9:00 am 

 
                  STAFF 
Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata  
Senior Minister  
johntopsata@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Meredith Siler  
Associate Minister  
meredithbsiler@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Carl Smith  
Chancel Choir 
Directorchsmithksu55@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Robert Blair   
Organist  
bandlblair7@gmail.com 
 

Bonnie Reeves  
Coffee House Music 
bbigbars@aol.com 
 

Trina Koontz  
Youth Ministry Director 
trinakoontz@gmail.com 
 

Elle Travis  
Children’s Ministry Director 
elletravis0@gmail.com 
 

Maria Bartholomew 
Children’s Music 
Maria.bart93@gmail.com 
 

Beckie Glander   
Admin. Assistant/Facilities 
beckieglander@gmail.com 
 

Donna Ritchey  
Administrative Assistant 
donnaritcheyfcc@gmail.com 

Those serving in the Military and as Law Enforcement 
Officers,  Barbara Abshire (Mindy McGirt), May Lou 
Alexander (Ashwood), Raymond Aubrey, Mattie Baker 
(Patti Pullen), Ed Ball, Marjorie Ballard (Patricia 
Roberts), Ann & Joshua Banta (Judy Richards), Jackie 
Barney, Maria Bartholomew, Cheyenne & Greyson 
Beatty (Marcie Jeffers),  Julia Blackburn (Tom & 
Eleanor Penn’s granddaughter), Sue Boden, Bill & 
Linda Brown (Lee Ann Snelling), Ron Burgess, Chet  
Care, Frank Catron (Frances Cadle), Walter Chism 
(Judy Richards), Polly Coblin (Jane McCord), Ben 
Conway, Phyllis DiCapua (Priscilla Barnes), Teri Elliot 
(Sun Spirit Fallis), Davey Fallis, Eulane Fortune, Staci, 
Juan & Milo Garcia (Jayne Arnold),  Cheryl Gayhart,   
Bill Grugin (Dixie Grugin), Richard Hite (Nancy 
Miracle), Tyler Howard (Ann Howard), Lynda Jalbert, 
Alex Jensen (Ann Winn Vansant), Elizabeth & Addison 
Judy, Karen Howser Judy (Fred Lee), Bob & Patricia 
Lippert, Jim McWilliams, Chuck Mitchell (Fred Lee), 

A Moms Demand Action Meeting will be held on Monday, 
August 27th, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Moms 
Demand Action for Gun Sense in America is a non-
partisan, gun violence prevention organization working to 
raise awareness and improve our gun laws. Parents and 
Grandparents, come find out how to keep children safe! 
We will be discussing the Be SMART campaign, which 
was created to bring together all responsible adults to 
reduce suicides and the number of unintentional 
shootings that occur when children get a hold of an 
unsecured firearm.  Please contact Sheila Anderson if you 
have any questions.  

Thank You! 
The Lillian Nunnelly Bees did not come away empty 
handed at the Spellapalooza after being named the 
"best loved team" in the contest, thanks once again to 
the generosity of the congregation. The team really 
appreciates the support of all those who donated and 
attended the event to cheer us on. The bee generated 
at least $12,500.00 for the support of the Thorn Hill 
Education Center. I suspect the team's namesake is 
proud of all of you. The team survived through the 3rd 
round, then was eliminated when none of us were 
familiar with the word "farceur" in the "brain buster 
round" of the bee. It seems that the good Lord has a 
sense of humor, since the team leader has been 
known to be "one who indulges in farces," the 
definition of the term. Oh, well. Maybe next year.  
Larry Cox         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
We are so thankful to First Christian Church for your 
willingness to partner with Relay for Life of Franklin 
County. The survivor dinner is a huge part of our 
event and FCC and Diana Geddes always do such a 
great job in making survivors and caregivers feel 
honored. Relay 2018 was a huge success as we 
exceeded our goal of $120,000! We are thankful for 

your support!      The Relay for Life Committee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

First Christian Church, My grandfather, Tink 
Greenwell, passed away. I want to thank you for 
everything you have done for the family during this 
time. Dr O—Your words during the funeral were 
beautiful. You did a wonderful job describing Tink and 
I loved the comparison to biblical characters. Bonnie, 
Mary, Mark—Thank you for singing “It is Well.” It was 
beautiful. Thank you for learning ”In This Very Room” 
in the event I couldn’t hold it together! Thank you to 
the ladies who prepared the meal for friends and 

family. It was absolutely delicious.!     Sarah Neal 

WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP!! 
Mark your calendars. WEF will resume on 
September 5th.  

SPONSORS NEEDED FOR COLLEGE CONTACT 
MINISTRY!  We are looking for individuals or small 
groups who would love to sponsor a college student for 
the school year through monthly cards, notes of 
encouragement and/or small gifts. This is just one small 
way that we can maintain contact with our youth and 
remind them that their church family loves them, prays for 
them and supports them into this next chapter of their 
lives. If you or your group would love to sponsor a youth 
this year, please contact Nancy Miracle at: 
NancyHMiracle@gmail.com,  home phone 502-223-4153 
or cell phone 502-320-2122. Thank you!  

The Office of the Attorney General’s 3rd Annual 
Senior Summit will be held on September 20th from 
8:00am to 4:00pm at the Lexington Senior 
Center. The Summit is free, however, registration is 
required. Informational flyers are available on the 
Welcome Center Counter.   
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 YOUTH 

MINISTRY 
CHILDREN’S 

MINISTRY 

MS. ELLE TRAVIS 
DIRECTOR-CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

email:  elletravis0@gmail.com 

 MS. TRINA KOONTZ 
 DIRECTOR-YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 email:  trinakoontz@gmail.  

Adventure Serve 2018 
Our Youth solved the puzzle unlocking the clues to 

their service projects. 
We hope you’ve enjoyed a look at our Summer 

Mission Trip! 

Solving the Mission Mystery 



 

 

First Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ 
316 Ann Street 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
(502) 223-2346 

 
Website:  www.firstchristianfrankfort.org 
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Facebook:  1stchristianfrankfort 
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2018 KROGER REWARDS $1280.03 
 
2018 CAN RECYCLING              $349.00 
 

            

THANK YOU FOR MAKING   

 5:00 Coffee 

House 
 

Summer Schedule 
 This Sunday, August 26 

Fellowship Hall 

 Sunday, September 2 
   No Coffee House (Labor     
   Day weekend)  

 Sunday, September 9 
   back to weekly schedule     

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
  

 Monday, August 27 
10:00   Prayer Group  
  (Rev. Meredith’s Office) 
  6:30  Moms Demand Action 
   Meeting (FH) 
 

Tuesday, August 28 
11:30   Staff Meeting  
12:00    Al Anon (Keystone) 
  5:00    Golf  - Juniper Hill 

                     
GOLF 

Please join us next 
Tuesday at 5:00pm at                    
    Juniper Hill Golf  

                       Course!  

Thursday, August 23 
  9:00 Newsletter (BB) 
  5:30 Mission Trip Meeting (BB) 
 

Sunday, August 26 
  8:30 Chapel Service 
  9:30 Faith Formation 
10:15   Family Faith Fellowship                         
10:45   Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:15 Mission Trip Team Mtg (BB) 
  2:00-5:00 Kids Pool Party (Dr. Bob & 
     Linda Blair’s Home)  
  5:00 Coffee House (FH) 

KEENAGERS! 
Mark your calendar.  
Our next gathering 

will be   
September 20. 

Details coming soon!  


