
 

 
 

  

      A while back, I’m not certain when, a group of church folk gathered in the Conference Room to 
talk about the church.  My notes indicate that there were about fifteen of us present.  The first ques-
tion we addressed was:  “What do you love about our church?”  The very first response was:  The 
Spirit of Welcoming! 
 

 I have been thinking about that meeting quite a bit.  I’m sure it’s because in an effort to clean up 
at least one pile on my desk, I came across my notes from that meeting.  That in and of itself is 
amazing, but that I could actually read them is even more amazing.  There were numerous other 
responses, like:  learning opportunities; willingness to allow investigation; gives me the courage to 
live as my heart wishes; we try to find solutions.  But it was the first one, the spirit of welcome, that I 
keep coming back to, again and again. 
 

 I love that someone thought we had spirit - or perhaps Spirit.  That it was a spirit of welcome was 
frosting on the cake.  I suppose all churches have some sense of spirit.  But I can’t help but wonder 
how many of them would actually say that they have spirit - or Spirit?  
 

 When I Googled “spirit” one of the definitions I found was:  an attitude or principle that inspires, 
animates, or pervades thought, feeling, or action.  An attitude that animates action… I don’t think I 
expected that to be one of the definitions I would find.  When I did, I stopped looking.  
 

 So, I am wondering, do you think First Christian Church has spirit?  Do we have an attitude that 
animates action?  When we think about FCC, is our first thought one of excitement, of motivation?  
Do we rub our hands together, anxious to get to work?  Or is our attitude something else?  Content-
ment?  Satisfaction?  Vainglory?  Perhaps what I am trying to get at is:  do we think of what we can 
do for others when we think of FCC; or, do we think of what we will get for ourselves? 
 

 But there was more to that wonderful answer than spirit.  The spirit described was purposeful -  
directed towards others, towards welcoming, towards hospitality.  From a biblical perspective, wel-
come is what one does for strangers.  Like Abraham welcoming travelers into his tent and Sarah 
providing hospitality. 
 

 So what are some of the ways that we actually live into this spirit of welcoming?  Yes, we invite 
community members to share our WEF meals with us.  Yes, we are an in-take center for ROSM re-
quests (rent, utilities, medical aid), and yes, we accept food box requests (for the Food Pantry).  We 
open our doors to parents looking for a high quality child development center (New Horizons Child 
Development Center).  There are support groups that meet here and we are the staging area for the 
Back Pack Snack ministry.  Sweet Blessings uses our kitchen to bake and decorate birthday cakes 
for children who otherwise might not have one for their birthday.  And we act as host for ROSM’s and 
the Women’s Shelter’s board meetings. 
 

 I am certain that those ministries help to animate our spirit of welcome, but I think what was 
meant when the answer was given, was really that we welcome anyone and everyone to worship 
with us and to be a part of this church.  We say it every week when we gather at Christ’s Table.  Eve-
ryone is welcome to share this gracious feast.  There are no fences, no boundaries, no qualifications 
necessary.  Why, because it is not our table, it is Christ’s Table.  Just as it is not our church, it is 
Christ’s church.  So, the spirit that animates us to be a welcoming church is also not our spirit, but 
Christ’s Spirit!                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                              continued on page # 2 
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER  

316 Ann St reet  
Frankfort ,  KY  40601  

(502)  223-2346 
 

“At  F i rst  Chr ist ian  church our  mission is  to  be and 
share the Good News of  Jesus Chr ist ,  witnessing,  
loving and serv ing ‘ f rom our doorsteps to the ends of  
the ear th . ’   To  be a  fai th fu l  church demonstrat ing  t rue 
community ,  deep sp ir i tual i ty  and a  passion for  
just ice .”  

   06/24/18  
ATTENDANCE 

      
  8:30 SERVICE:                 30 
 

  9:30 FAITH FORMATION:  70 
 

10:45 SERVICE:               121 
   

  5:00 COFFEE HOUSE       20 
  
 

          ASHWOOD:              11 

June 28, 2018 

Issue 26 

 
Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Meredith Siler 
Associate Pastor 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 

07/01/18 
“Eagerness” 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

 

 8:30 am    Chapel Worship 
       Elder:   Mike Grammer 

 

  9:30 am    Faith Formation 
 

10:45 am    Sanctuary Worship 
       Elders:  Priscilla Barnes/ 

                      Eleanor Penn 

      

Communion Leader:  Larry Ellis           
                        

Offertory Leader:       John Scott 

DR. OPSATAõS OPUS 



 

Patricia Lippert, Jim McWilliams, Chuck Mitchell (Fred 
Lee),  Don Mitchell (Valerie Ramsey’s Father), Greg 
Mitchell (Fred Lee), Margaret Moman (Eva Ellis), Sally 
Monroe, Mary Helen Moore, Lillian Nunnelly, Michael 
Perniciaro (Linda Davis), Bob Pullen, Sue Ramsey (Larry 
Cox), Mary Rhodes (Jerry & Sandy Rhodes),  Jacob 
Roberts (Lynda Jalbert), Anne Robbins (Judy Richards), 
Ilse Rogers, James Tandy (Judy Richards), Kathy & 
Rebecca Ryan (Jayne Arnold), Chester & Ann Snelling, 
Casey Sparrow (Valerie Ramsey), Barry Stockdale (Donna 
Perkins & Carla West's brother), Angel Dugger Subbert 
(Misty Judy), Betty Thurman, Francis Tileston, Carol 
Tuning (Judy Richards), Stephen Tutt (Sue Tutt), Riviera 
Ueltschi (Sun Spirit Fallis), Beth Vernon (Bob & Linda 
Blair), Doris Versey (Fred Lee), Tony Versey III (Fred Lee), 
Judy Walden (Donna Fiero), Jane Watts (Judy Richards),  
Glenn Webster (Dixie Grugin), Ethan Witt (Bob Lewis), Jim 
Wolcott, all victims of disaster and violence in our world. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 
 

316 Ann St.  

Frankfort, KY 40601 

Office: 502.223-2346 

Fax: 502– 875-7847 

Website: 
www.firstchristianfrankfort.org 
Email: 
firstchristianfrankfort@gmail.com 
Facebook:  1stchristianfrankfort 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
  Monday   -  Thursday 

           8:00 amñ3:00 pm 
  Friday       Closed 
  
           DEADLINES   
 

 Messenger Deadline 
 Tuesday by Noon 
  to Janice Jackson 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 Thursday by 9:00 am 
 to Donna Ritchey 
 

Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata  
Senior Minister  
johntopsata@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Meredith Siler  
Associate Minister  
meredithbsiler@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Carl Smith  
Chancel Choir 
Directorchsmithksu55@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Robert Blair   
Organist  
bandlblair7@gmail.com 
 

Bonnie Reeves  
Coffee House Music 
bbigbars@aol.com 
 

Janice Foster-Jackson 
Administrative Assistant 
jjacksonfcc@gmail.com 
 

Donna Ritchey  
Administrative Assistant 
donnaritcheyfcc@gmail.com 
 

Beckie Glander   
Admin. Assistant/Facilities 
beckieglander@gmail.com 
 

Trina Koontz  
Youth Ministry Director 
trinakoontz@gmail.com 
 

Elle Travis  
Children’s Ministry Director 
elletravis0@gmail.com 
 

Maria Bartholomew 
Children’s Music 
Maria.bart93@gmail.com 
 

Those serving in the Military and as Law Enforcement 
Officers,  May Lou Alexander (Ashwood), Raymond 
Aubrey, Mattie Baker (Patti Pullen), Ed Ball, Marjorie 
Ballard (Patricia Roberts), Ann & Joshua Banta (Judy 
Richards), Jackie Barney, Maria Bartholomew, Julia 
Blackburn (Tom & Eleanor Penn’s granddaughter), 
Cheyenne & Greyson Beatty (Marcie Jeffers), Sue 
Boden, Bill & Linda Brown (Lee Ann Snelling), Ron 
Burgess, Chet  Care, Frank Catron (Frances Cadle), 
Walter Chism (Judy Richards), Polly Coblin (Jane 
McCord), Family of Elizabeth Conway, Phyllis DiCapua 
(Priscilla Barnes), Teri Elliot (Sun Spirit Fallis), Davey 
Fallis, Eulane Fortune, Staci, Juan & Milo Garcia 
(Jayne Arnold),  Cheryl Gayhart,  Bill Grugin (Dixie 
Grugin), Richard Hite (Nancy Miracle), Tyler Howard 
(Ann Howard), Lynda Jalbert, Elizabeth & Addison 
Judy, Karen Howser Judy (Fred Lee), Ethan Lewis 
(Eva Ellis), Alex Jensen (Ann Winn Vansant), Bob & 

THANK YOU A very very VERY special thank 

you to Maurya Allen for her dedication to our 

Vacation Bible School - we are so lucky to have 

your guidance for our children each summer! Also, 

a huge thank you to all the volunteers, parents, and 

childrenôs ministry staff who helped make camp 

possible this year - we are truly grateful for a 

wonderful team!  

Mini - Musings  

 

As most of you know I will be going on 

Sabbatical at the end of this week.  While Iôll be 

taking a break from the day to day 

responsibilities of ministry, that doesnôt mean 

that I am taking a break from caring about you.  

You will be with me as I read and rest and write.  

You will be with me as Steve and I welcome a 

new grandbaby into our lives, (Iôll let you know 

when that exciting event takes place.)  You will 

be with me as I think about ministry at FCC and 

what the future holds for us together.  Iôll be 

praying for you and I hope that you will keep me 

in your prayers as well.   Blessings and joy!    
 

Rev. Meredith                                                                                         

Please note: We have become aware of a 

phishing scam targeted at Disciples of 

Christ congregations that appears to be 

from president@disciples.org. That is not 
ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ŝ-
mail address. The message indicates she is 
raising funds for a refugee project, but it is 
not our practice to raise funds in this 
manner. Please do not respond if you 
receive such an e-mail. If you have further 
questions, please email 
news@disciples.org  

KEENAGERS  We will start back 
up with our regular gatherings on 
September 20th  Have a great  

Dr. Opsataôs article continued from page #1 

 

 Jew, Gentile, Samaritan, Gerasene; male, female, 
young or old; Pharisee or Sadducee, farmer or 
carpenter; possessed, disabled, ill, or blind; betrayers 
and deniers, believers and questioners; even a hated 
tax-collector - Jesus welcomes us all.  And so do we! 
 

 An attitude that animates action!  I love it! 

The Monday Morning Prayer 
group is taking a break for 
the summer. They will come 
together again on August 
27th. 

mailto:president@disciples.org
mailto:news@disciples.org
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 YOUTH 

MINISTRY 
CHILDRENôS 

MINISTRY 

MS. ELLE TRAVIS 
DIRECTOR-CHILDRENõS MINISTRIES 

email:  elletravis0@gmail.com 

 MS. TRINA KOONTZ 
 DIRECTOR-YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 email:  trinakoontz@gmail.com 

Adventure Serve 2018 
 

Our Youth spent part of their mission trip at 

a food bank. Their task was to sort through 

the food donations, toss out expired items, 

write the expiration date in large numbers on 

top, then sort the items by category.  It was a 

BIG JOB with no air conditioning and they 

took it seriously, moving a mountain of food 

items to be ready to serve those in need.  

 

    DURING 

AFTER 

BEFORE 
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2018 KROGER REWARDS $1280.03 
 
2018 CAN RECYCLING             $274.00 
 

            

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THESE 
NUMBERS GROW! 

Sunday, July 01 
  8:30    Chapel Service 
  9:30    Faith Formation 
10:15    Family Faith  
             Fellowship                        
10:45    Worship (Sanctuary)               

   Tuesday, July 03 
 11:30  Staff Meeting 
 12:00  Al Anon (Keystone) 

   5:00   Golf  - Juniper Hills 
   5:30   AA Meeting                   
             (Keystone) 
   

Wednesday, July 04 
      OFFICE CLOSED        

 

Please join us 

next week on: 

Tuesdayôs -  

5:00 p.m. 

@ 
 

Juniper Hills 

SPELLAPALOOZA IX 

Friday, August 10th at 6:00 

p.m., at Thorn Hill Education 

Center gym.  

 

FCC is sponsoring a team again 

this year, the Lillian Nunnelly 

Bees.  Team members are our 

own Gina Williams and Larry 

Cox, joined by Spellapalooza 

veteran Pete Croswell. FCC has 

consistently been the ñbest 

loved teamò because of the 

generous donations. 

             
5:00 Coffeehouse  
Summer Schedule 
June, July and August we will only 
meet on the following dates: 
Sunday, July 29 – Cookout at Dr. O’s 
Sunday, August 26 – Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, September 2 – No 
Coffeehouse (Labor Day)  
Sunday, September 9  
ð Fellowship Hall              
(Back to weekly schedule) 

 


