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A strike out with the bases loaded.  A tipped pass returned for a 
touchdown.  A steal, followed by a thunderous slam dunk.  Game 
changers.  Those moments where the momentum shifts from one 
team to the other. 
 
Momentum is a difficult thing to quantify. It seems to have a life of its 
own - its own ebb and flow.  It can shift dramatically, suddenly, unex-
pectedly, or it can continue on and on like an ever flowing stream.   
 
There are people who are game changers. Randall Cobb is one. Eve-
ry time he touches the football there is the real possibility that some-
thing special is about to occur.  He did it at UK and he is doing it now 
in the NFL. 
 
I have only used sports analogies to talk about momentum, and it 
seems appropriate, in that it is in sports commentary that we most 
often hear the word used.  But momentum happens in other areas of 
our lives too.  The stock market for instance.  A bear market can be-
come a bull market seemingly over night.  And once the momentum 
shifts, it is almost impossible to stem its flow. 
 
Momentum applies to churches as well.  When people start to leave, 
for whatever the reason, there is a tendency for that movement away 
to continue and to grow.  It is a trend that is difficult to stem.  Of 
course, the opposite is also true, for when new people begin to attend 
and get involved, there is a synergy - a momentum - that makes the 
church more and more attractive. 
 
It seems to me that there has been a change of momentum at First 
Christian Church.  Where we were losing good folk, especially young-
er parents with children and youth, we have stemmed that flow and 
have begun to see modest growth.  It is difficult to foster such change, 
and seldom does it happen like a thunderous slam dunk.  It happens 
slowly and often in spurts and starts.  It began here not with new addi-
tions to the church family, but with deeper commitment from the ones 
who were already here.  That commitment has fostered deeper rela-
tionships.  And friends, deeper relationships are game changers! 
 

Now, new faces have begun to appear.  Some with great regularity.  
Others with less frequency but with equal intention.  While I have not 
done extensive interviews and collected verifiable data, I am willing to 
take an educated guess as to why the “big mo” has shifted in our di-
rection.  I am going to suggest, as Meredith so ably proclaimed in the 
pulpit, that we have begun to love each other, in the same manner 
that Jesus loves us.  We like one another - like being with one anoth-
er.  Whether it be listening to fifties music at WEF or painting a ceiling 
at the Women’s Shelter, we genuinely like being together.  And that is 
infectious. 
 
I am profoundly grateful, but also a bit anxious.  Momentum changes 
suddenly and if one doesn’t “stay in the game” momentum can shift 
away in an instant. 
 
We are a September to May church.  Our activities crank up in the 
Fall and wind down in the Spring.  That means we are about to “wind 
down” for a couple of months.  WEF ends its weekly run tonight, shift-
ing to a once a month schedule during June, July and August.  It has 
become one of our primary relation building ministries.  There will be 
vacations which will keep us away from worship and faith formation.  
There will be weekend trips and family reunions to attend.  A cup of 
coffee on the deck will entice us to stay home this week and enjoy a 
beautiful Bluegrass morning.  All good, healthy, wholesome activities, 
but ones that can stem the flow and slow the momentum. 
 
It is my hope that we will continue to work on our relationship building.  
That First Families will find times and reasons to get together over the 
summer.  That Bible Buddies, having just celebrated their fifteenth 
anniversary as a class, will have a great start to their sixteenth year 
together.  That CWM circles will continue to meet and that perhaps a 
new circle will develop.  That the men of the church will find some 
common interests and begin to build relationships across generational 
lines.  That our youth will bond more deeply; on the mission trip, at 
camp and elsewhere.  That our children, who have made a real com-
mitment WEF activities, will begin to be together on Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 for faith formation.  That Sunday worship, whether at 8:30, 
10:45 or 5:00 will remain a priority.  That “big mo” (in the church we 
call her the Holy Spirit) will continue to be poured out on and at FCC. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP  (WEF) 
SUMMER SCHEDULE  (6/19; 7/17; 8/21) 
Children’s Choir, 5 PM      
Fellowship Meal, 5:30 PM 
Program, 6:15 PM     Children, 6:15 PM  
Choir Practice, 7 PM 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Chapel Worship, 8:30 AM 
Faith Development, 9:30 AM 
Sanctuary Worship, 10:45 AM 
Coffee House, 5 PM 

DR. OPSATA’S OPUS 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER 



 

 

VBS VOLUNTEERS WANTED!   Contact Ms. Elle (229-4686 or elle@fewpb.net) if you can give your time for this event. We 

can find the perfect spot to suit your God-given gifts whether it be helping with setup, food preparation, and many others! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
VBS will be available to children birth-5th grade  

(3 & under will be in the Nursery). 

Thursday, June 20, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
(Registration @ 4:30)  

Friday, June 21, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Saturday, June 22, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Coleman Scott and Denver 
Pascua provided  Derby 
Week entertainment for the 
folks at the Lantern at Morn-
ing Pointe.  They played My 
Old Kentucky Home, Run for 
the Roses and several oldies 
including a Dixieland  
arrangement of When the 
Saints Go Marching In which 
was their favorite!! 

Attention Youth: 
Sunday, June 2 

 
Youth will be going to Lexington to 
see our very own Tre Taylor in 
Beauty and the Beast Jr. Please let 
Trina know if you can go so we can 
plan for transportation. 

  

Passport, Inc. offers an inspiring daily devotion year-round at www.d365.org.   
 

Grow along with the Youth as we prepare for our summer mission trip. 

 

Just remember if you hear the fire alarm, leave 
the building immediately and go to the History 
Center parking lot (across the street).  Those 
who are with the children should take the chil-
dren to the History Center Parking lot for par-
ents to pick up. 

IT’S THE CELEBRATION OF THE YEAR AND YOU’RE INVITED! 
Celebrate God’s welcoming love for everyone at Everywhere Fun Fair VBS—
where God’s world comes together.  At this exciting fair, your children will experi-
ence the love of Jesus, meet welcoming neighbors from the Bible, and explore 
the everyday life of neighbors from other countries.  Children will discover that 
God’s love welcomes everyone, as they learn to love and serve God and be a 
neighbor to the world. 
 

If you would like to register, please contact Elle at elle@fewpb.net or 229-4686. 

http://www.d365.org


 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  All Homebound and Nursing Home 
Members; FCC Military; Mary Albro (Joyce Albro’s mother), 
Carole Ball,  Ned Ball, Bob Boden, Sue Boden, Troy Burgess, 
Enoch Bush (Mary Simmons’ brother), Dr. John Chenault, Barri 
Christian, Nancy Cline, Stephanie Decker and family, Lou Jean 
Duncan (mailing address 4709 Wooded Oak Circle, Louisville, 
KY  40245), Beaulah Dunn, Dave Fallis, Karl Fiero, Eulane  
Fortune, Hope Gilliam (BCC), Sandy Goodlett, Angel Green, 
Susan Hensley (Arthur Hornbeck), Tenny Hogan, Glen Hood, 
Lynda Jalbert, Mary Jane Jeffers, Bob Jones, Katie Jones, Pat 
Lippert, Robert Lippert, A.B. Long, Michael McCarty (Nancy  
Walton),  Russ McClure, Don McCormick, Norma McDonald 
(Patricia Roberts’ cousin), Christine Marshall, Bob Miller, Libby 
Mitchell (Val Ramsey’s mother), Phyllis Payne, Jeff Penn, Keith 
Peters, Esther Phillians, Don Philpot, John Pugh, Bob Pullen, 
Johnna Puttoff, Imogene Riddle, Jacob Roberts (Lynda Jalbert), 
Andrew Smith, Stan Smith, Ann Snelling, Don Sullivan (Shawn 
Ramsey), Brooks Talley, Monnie Talley, Rick Taylor, Matosha 
Thacker (Scott Hoover), Mary Thurman, Rose Tomlinson, Becky 
Van Leuven, Bo Vernon, Marilyn Wandell, Donald Weakley,  
Lorena Wellons, Loren “Pete” Wilson (Ed/Nancy Ball’s brother-in
-law), Joe Ann Wolcott.  (Call the church office, 223-2346, if your 
name or a name you added can be removed from the concerns.) 
 
SYMPATHY:  Charles Kring, a long-time FCC member, died 
Wednesday, May 15.  Services were held Saturday, May 19, at 
Harrod Brothers Funeral Home. 
 
FLOWERS:  The sanctuary flowers are in memory of Claud 
Brown’s birthday, given by Elizabeth (Liz) Brown. 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S MINISTRY (CWM) LUNCHEON:  La-
dies, mark your calendars for Sunday, June 2!  The Tubman-
Nunnelly Circle will be preparing a delicious luncheon for us in 
Fellowship Hall immediately following the 10:45 AM worship ser-
vice.  We will be discussing plans for the bazaar and other mat-
ters pertaining to CWM and the church.  Please set this date 
aside and plan to attend as your ideas and input are very import.  
Remember . . . . ALL ladies of First Christian Church are mem-
bers of CWM and we value you.  Hope to see you on June 2!  
Questions?  Call Sue Underwood, 502-223-4159. 
 
FCC GOLF:  The weather did not cooperate so we did not play 
last night.  However, there’s always next Tuesday and we would 
love to see your smiling face!  We meet at Juniper Hill at 5 and 
begin play at 5:15.  Be sure to call the Pro Shop, 875-8559, on 
Tuesday afternoon to tell them you’ll be there.  Questions?  Call 
Sue Wood, 223-7245. 
 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SOFTBALL @ CAPITOL VIEW 
PARK:  May 28, 6:30 PM, Legends Softball Field. 

THANK YOU:  A huge and deeply sincere thank you to the  
Mission Team who did so many jobs for the Women’s Shelter.  
Your skills and gifts help us maintain a home for our clients on a 
very tight budget.   A mystery:  How can Rev. Siler paint a ceiling 
and not get a drop of paint on her body?  Also, thanks to every-
one for the Mother’s Day gift.  Often the mothers in our home are 
separated from their children for one reason or another.  It brings 
some comfort to know that someone in the community cares.  
Betty Cowherd, President, Franklin County Women’s Shelter 
 
WOMEN’S SHELTER WORK PROJECT:   Many thanks to all 
who participated on Friday, May 17, and Saturday, May 18.  You 
are a blessing not only to the Franklin County Women’s Shelter, 
but have blessed me by knowing you and others that have 
served with you!  God Bless!  Pictures on www.Facebook.com/ 
1stChristianFrankfort.      Jim True, Mission Team 
 
RESPONDING TO TORNADOS IN OKLAHOMA:  WEEK OF 
COMPASSION (WOC) is responding to the tornados that struck 
the Oklahoma City metropolitan area on Sunday and Monday. 
Our staff has been in touch with the Oklahoma Regional Office, 
and is currently working with them to assess needs affecting 
Disciples, and will-as always-work with our churches and Disci-
ples Volunteering to discern the best way to contribute to the 
long-term recovery of affected communities across Oklahoma 
City and beyond.  At this point, only skilled first-responders are 
permitted to enter affected areas. If you would like to help out, 
the best thing you can do is to Pray, Pay, and Stay: pray for 
those affected, contribute to immediate needs by reaching out 
through Week of Compassion and stay where you are.   You can 
donate to WOC by writing a check to First Christian Church and 
notating WOC on the memo line or online at http://bit.ly/10LVa6i. 
The time for volunteers will come, but it is not today!  We contin-
ue to keep Moore and all areas affected by disasters in our pray-
ers. Thank you for all of the ways you partner with us and sup-
port those in need.  

PENTECOST OFFERING:  When you give to the Pentecost 
Offering, one half of your gift stays in the Region where you live 
and one half goes to Hope Partnership for Missional Transfor-
mation to support the recruitment, assessment, training and 
coaching of new church pastors, spouses and core team mem-
bers.  Because of your support, your Church is growing. Disci-
ples are growing. We are reaching new places to provide Disci-
ples mission and share the good news of Jesus Christ beyond 
the doorsteps of the Church into the community and throughout 
the world.  You may give on-line at http://bit.ly/12VUNco. 

MARY ANN DAMRON joined FCC on 
March 31st.  Send Mary Ann a note of 
welcome (1044 Keeneland Ct., Frankfort) 
and make sure you introduce yourself to 
her next time you see her.  Welcome 
Mary Ann! 

   UPCOMING JUNE WORSHIP EVENTS 
Sunday, June 2:  Dr. Charisse L. Gillett, President of Lexington 
Theological Seminary, will be our guest at the 10:45 worship 
service.  She will be presenting a plaque honoring our church 
for its partnership with LTS and providing additional scholar-
ships for students. 
Sunday, June 9:  In celebration of his 40th Ordination Anniver-
sary, Rev. Stan McDougal, an FCC Timothy, will be preaching 
in the 8:30 and 10:45 worship services.  A reception will be held 
at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Sunday, June 16:  Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 23:  Celebrate Music Sunday (all services) 
Sunday, June 30:  Deacons Luncheon, CCLC. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IscWABWf5WsTRmozRxpQTcfRj2Uij-yLrCvapdWP4-riFCTkJGpZd4ucqUBQqj0vYD1l_5fzkMSBgbxfC6KBpQwNHrvkFhUVsrIGHFw15dvz_MEGPmiVhNZtJrFdIyOmfCDD5qdgYfDxvVIKGDULZK-LsdFuQa0d_NTH6w6uQkNNqfkgjubW7g==
http://bit.ly/10LVa6i
http://bit.ly/12VUNco
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Periodicals  -  postage paid 

REMEMBER THE FOOD PANTRY WHEN 
YOU SHOP.  USE YOUR KROGER CARD.  
4% RETURNS TO FCC!   
Kroger Card Receipts YTD:  891.20 
 
Attendance:  May 19, 2013   
Faith Dev.:  78 
Ashwood:  10    8:30:  30 
10:45:  162  5:00:  25 
Service totals:  227 
 
WE CAN MINISTRY:  Bring your aluminum 
CANs to FCC and place in the Recycle Area 
located inside the Van Sant Door off the 
parking lot (Coke machine area).  Proceeds 
will benefit the Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  
To date:  $302.00 
 
Messenger Finance Report:  5/19/2013 
Estimated giving income:  $634,100.00 
Needed through week 20:  $243,884.62 
Receipts through week 20:  $242,452.64 
 
 
The Christian Messenger:  (USPS 108-680)  
Published weekly,  except last wk. in Dec. by 
First Christian Church, 316 Ann Street, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Periodical Postage Paid 
at Frankfort, KY. POSTMASTER:  send ad-
dress changes to: THE CHRISTIAN MES-
SENGER,  316 Ann Street,  Frankfort, KY 
40601-2886.  (502) 223-2346. 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS   
Sunday, May 26, 2013   

Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata, Senior Minister   
Rev. Meredith Siler, Associate Minister 

          
                 Scripture:   Psalm 8 
                     Sermon:  “Audacious” 
                      
                8:30 AM Chapel Worship 
                     Elder:  Rusty Bell 
                    

9:30  AM  Faith Development 
 

10:45 AM Sanctuary Worship 
Elders:  Anne Hilen, Sue Underwood 

 
5:00 PM  - Fellowship Hall 

The Gathering Place Coffee house 
Come at 4:45 to enjoy snacks and fellowship 

 
Communion Team Leader:  John Geddes  

Offertory Team Leader:  John Scott 

Thursday, May 23 
9:30: Newsletter labeling/tabbing 
11-1: Sherri Locke, Prayer Rm. 
3:00: Homeschool Group, Conf. Rm. 
5:45: NHCDC Staff Bd. Mtg. 
 
Saturday, May 25 
9-12: Seventh Day Adventist, Chapel/3rd Fl. 
 
Sunday, May 26 
8:30:   Chapel Service 
9:30:   Faith Development Classes 
10:15:   Family Faith Fellowship, CCLC 
10:45:   Sanctuary, Ashwood Worship 
2:30:   Disciple Ringers 
3:30:   Youth  
5:00:   Coffee House, FH 
 
Monday, May 27  -  MEMORIAL DAY 
OFFICE & NHCDC CLOSED 
 
Tuesday, May 28 
11:30: Staff Meeting, Office Conf. Rm. 
5-8:  Jim Webb, Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, May 31 
4:30: NHCDC Graduation and Reception 
  Chapel and Conference Room 

SUMMER WEF SCHEDULE 
 

June 19  --  July 17  -  August 21 


