
 

  

      
 
      

  

             

WOSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

2/24/19 
“Free Credit Report?” 

Luke 6:27-38 
  

     8:30 am Chapel Worship 

  Elder: Sandy Rhodes 
 

   9:30 am Faith Formation 
 

 10:45 am    Sanctuary Worship       

     Elders:    Nelson Henderson 

       Diana Geddes 
 

    

 Communion Leader: John Geddes 
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          THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER  

316 Ann St reet  
Frankfort ,  KY  40601  

(502)  223-2346 
 

“At  F i rst  Chr ist ian  church our  mission is  to  be and 
share the Good News of  Jesus Chr ist ,  witnessing,  
lov ing and serv ing ‘ f rom our doorsteps to the ends of  
the ear th . ’   To  be a  fai th fu l  church demonstrat ing  t rue 
community ,  deep sp ir i tual i ty  and a  passion for  
just ice .”  

ATTENDANCE 
 

 2/17/19  
 

       8:30 SERVICE:      19 
 
 FAITH FORMATION:      53            
                         
          10:45 SERVICE:     127          
   
                      ASHWOOD:         12 
   
  COFFEE HOUSE:        14 
 

February 21, 2019 

Issue 8 

 
Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Meredith Siler 
Associate Pastor 

DR. OPSATA’S OPUS 
 Recently I have been listening to one of the comedy networks in the car as I drive from place to 
place.  For many years, all I ever listened to while in the car was classical music.  But at some point 
I deviated from that practice and began listening to one of the “news” networks.  But at some point I 
left the talk shows behind and began to tune into the world of comics.  And that was a most 
troubling decision. 
 

 Comedy seems to be the one place where one can be whatever one wants to be.  The 
comedian is free to tell any kind of joke that he or she prefers.  There seems to be no boundaries.  
There seems to be no political correctness.  There seems to be no compassion.  There seems to 
only be laughter spawned by belittling, making fun of and denigrating individuals or groups of 
people. 
 

 Where I came from, Scandinavian jokes were popular, but “Minnesota nice” kept the jokes from 
being risqué or belittling as most of us were of Scandinavia descent.  We saved the risqué and 
belittling characteristics for the Polish and Hollander jokes.  And, of course, it is always fun to listen 
to jokes about politicians, especially presidents.  There were ethnic jokes too, where people of 
various shades of color were used as the butt of the joke.  And last but not least, there were the gay 
jokes, where gesture and vocal inflection played a big part in the comedic humiliation. 
 

 In the past couple of weeks the news has been inundated with stories of politicians, who in their 
college years behaved in ways that are simply no longer acceptable.  That they were acceptable 
then says something about us too.  One has a tough row to hoe if he or she tries to convince me 
that they put black on their face out of respect for peoples they were portraying.  I know better.  We 
know better. 
 

 Why is it that we tend to give comedians a pass on their intentionality to be hurtful?  I no longer 
listen to the comedy network, but while I was, my ears were inundated with laughter at the expense 
of women, red-necks, southerners, northerners, politicians, Christians, homosexuals and more.  
Never did the jokes portray any of these groups in a positive way.  And the most hateful jokes 
seemed to use gays and lesbians in the punchline. 
 

 In the Gospel reading chosen for this Sunday, Jesus is recorded as saying, “Happy are you 
when people hate you, reject you, insult you and condemn your name as evil because of the Human 
One.  Rejoice when that happens!  Leap for joy because you have a great reward in heaven.”  You 
notice that Jesus uses a qualifier, “because of the Human One.”  Yes, in the upside down inside out 
reign of God, being belittled for Jesus’ sake, may well be a blessing, but right here and now, in this 
world where pain and injury are every day occurrences because of small minded bigotry and words 
spoken not in jest, but in derision, there is no blessing. 
 

 How is it that we who are the Body of Christ, knit together in the power of the Spirit, can stand 
idly by as our “neighbors” are being humiliated?  How is that we feel free to use gesture and 
inflection to gain laughter at another’s expense?  How is that loving?  How is that helpful?  How 
does that build up?  And moments later, Jesus says this, “You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.” 



 

Karen Howser Judy (Fred Lee), Steve Lee (The Lee 
Family), Bob and  Patricia  Lippert,  Jim McWilliams, Chuck 
Mitchell (Fred Lee), Gary Mitchum (Eva Ellis), Sally 
Monroe, Mary Helen Moore, Emily Murphy (MaryLinda 
Wells), Bob Pullen, Jacob Ramsey, Sue Ramsey (Larry 
Cox), Kent Richards, Jacob Roberts (Lynda Jalbert), Anne 
Robbins (Judy Richards), Kathy and Rebecca Ryan (Jayne 
Arnold), Kenneth Smith (Judy Richards), Liz Smith, Marion 
Smith, Chester & Ann Snelling, James Tandy (Judy 
Richards), Betty Thurman, Francis Tileston, Carol Tuning 
(Judy Richards), Stephen Tutt (Sue Tutt), Beth Vernon 
(Bob and Linda Blair), Judy Walden (Donna Fiero), Jane 
Watts (Judy Richards),  Will Webster (Dixie Grugin), 
Donna Williams, Barbara Wilson (Jeanie Harmon’s sister), 
Ethan Witt (Bob Lewis),  all victims of disaster and violence 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 
316 Ann Street 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

Office: (502) 223-2346 

Fax: (502) 875-7847 
 

Website: 
www.firstchristianfrankfort.org 
Email: 
firstchristianfrankfort@gmail.com 
Facebook:   
1stchristianfrankfort 
 

        OFFICE HOURS 

  Monday— Thursday 

    9:00 am—3:00 pm 
    Closed on Friday        
  
           DEADLINES   
Messenger Deadline 
 Tuesday by Noon 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 Thursday by 9:00 am 

 
                  STAFF 
Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata  
Senior Minister  
johntopsata@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Meredith Siler  
Associate Minister  
meredithbsiler@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Carl Smith  
Chancel Choir 
Directorchsmithksu55@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Robert Blair   
Organist  
bandlblair7@gmail.com 
 

Bonnie Reeves  
Coffee House Music 
bbigbars@aol.com 
 

Trina Koontz  
Youth Ministry Director 
trinakoontz@gmail.com 
 

Elle Travis  
Children’s Ministry Director 
elletravis0@gmail.com 
 

Maria Bartholomew 
Children’s Music 
Maria.bart93@gmail.com 
 

Beckie Glander   
Admin. Assistant/Facilities 
beckieglander@gmail.com 
 

Donna Ritchey  
Administrative Assistant 
donnaritcheyfcc@gmail.com 

Those serving in the Military and as Law Enforcement 
Officers,  Barbara Abshire (Mindy McGirt), May Lou 
Alexander (Ashwood), Raymond Aubrey, Mattie Baker 
(Patti Pullen), Ann and Joshua Banta (Judy Richards), 
Jackie Barney, Melissa Benton (Jane McCord), Julia 
Blackburn (Tom & Eleanor Penn’s granddaughter), Bob 
Boden, Ron Burgess, Frank Catron (Frances Cadle), 
Walter Chism (Judy Richards), Polly Coblin (Jane 
McCord), Phyllis DiCapua (Priscilla Barnes), Tim & 
Debbie Doyle (Larry Cox), Dave Fallis, Davey Fallis, 
Cheryl Gayhart,  Hagen Green (Taylor Blackburn), Bill 
Grugin (Dixie Grugin), Richard Hite (Nancy Miracle), 
Hope Lutheran Church, Tyler Howard (Ann 
Howard),Liz Hutchison, Lynda Jalbert, Alex Jensen 
(Ann Winn Vansant), Elizabeth and Addison  Judy,  

Congratulations to Ben and Megan Griffin with 
the birth of their baby girl, Phoenix, on 
February 13.  

Trivia Night Fundraiser! Save the date. Friday, 
March 1 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. Elizabeth Tramontin is planning a fundraiser to 
benefit The Borgen Project, a nonprofit working to 
make poverty a focus of US foreign policy. The cost 
is $20.00 per person and you must be at least 18 
years old to attend. Admission includes pizza, 
snacks, desserts, beverages, door prizes and 2 
hours of entertainment. Please r.s.v.p no later 
than February 28 to Leeann Snelling via email: 
leeannsnelling@gmail.com. Up to 6 people per 
table, so invite friends and family members to form 
your own table and compete against other tables. 
Don’t have a table of 6? No worries! Singles and 
couples are welcome. Please join the fun and 
support this non-profit!   

  

Scout Sunday 
will be held  
 on March 3 

Our sincere condolences to Phyllis Payne and 
Chandra Jones with the death of their aunt/
great aunt, Gilberta Chapman, on February 16. 
A memorial service was held on February 20.  

   FCC Let’s “Cut the Rug”!   
Seriously—the carpet in the CCLC really needs to be replaced sooner than later. The March 
Rummage Sale on the 15 and 16 is the beginning of the fundraising campaign (unofficial) to 
replace that carpet. The cost is substantial, but not when compared to the use it gets and the little 
people in our midst who see it up close and personal!  
 PLEASE bring your stuff (to room 311) 
 PLEASE offer to help the ladies in setting up, sorting, marking and selling 
 PLEASE come on March 15 and 16 and shop until you drop 
 PLEASE offer to help clean up and haul off any leftovers we may have.    

We can do this! 

M & M CIRCLE.  Attention all FCC women… a new 
circle is forming from a group of women who were 
in Rev. Meredith and Ms. Elle’s Academy Class last 
spring.  If you’re looking for a place to shore up 
your spiritual life, share your joys and challenges, 
do a little service work from time to time, or just 
hang out and have dessert, please join us Monday, 
March 4 at  6:30pm in the Bible Buddies 
Room.  (1st floor).  Feel free to invite a 
friend.  Childcare will be provided.  

Thank you so much for your generous 
donations throughout 2018.  With your help, 
the Food Pantry will be able to provide 
groceries to more than 3,000 families this year. 
This gift demonstrates everyone’s concern for 
their neighbors here in Franklin County. The 
Food Pantry’s ability to provide food for hungry 
people within our community would not be 
possible without caring people like you.  
Sincerely, John Heltzel, President 

mailto:leeannsnelling@gmail.com


 

 YOUTH 

MINISTRY 
CHILDREN’S 

MINISTRY 

MS. ELLE TRAVIS 
DIRECTOR-CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

email:  elletravis0@gmail.com 

 MS. TRINA KOONTZ 
 DIRECTOR-YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 email:  trinakoontz@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THANK YOU CHURCH!! 

There’s so much that goes into a successful 

February Follies.  Thank you to everyone who 

contributed by sharing your time, talent, funds 

and love. 

TEAMWORK 
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  2019 KROGER REWARDS     $0 
 
                2019 CAN RECYCLING            $44.00 
 

            

THANK YOU FOR MAKING  
THESE NUMBERS GROW!  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
  

Monday, February 25 
10:00 Prayer Group  
  (Rev. Meredith’s Office) 
  6:30 Disciple Ringers Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, February 26 
11:30 Staff Meeting 
12:00 Al Anon (Keystone) 
  5:30 AA Meeting (Keystone) 
   

Sunday, February 24 
  8:30 Chapel Service 
  9:30 Faith Formation 
10:15 Family Faith Fellowship   
   (CCLC) 
10:45   Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Pastor’s Class (BB) 
     5:00 Coffee House 
 

Wednesday, February 27 
 4:00 Little Acorns 
 5:00 Children’s Choir 
 5:30 Fellowship Meal (CCLC) 
 6:15 Bible Study 
 6:45   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship for February 
Mission Project: Paper Towels for Soup Kitchen 

 

  February 20—Worship in the Chapel 
  February 27—Bible Study 


